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METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL SUNDAY
FUND.

A MEETING of the council of the Metropolitan Hospital
Sunday Fund was held at the Mansion House on Nov. 29th
under the presidency of the Lord Mayor. Among those
present were Lord Stamford, Sir William S. Church, Sir
Frederick Treves, Sir Savile Crossley, Sir George Bruce, Sir
E. Durning-Lawrence, Archdeacon Sinclair, the Hon. Sydney
Holland, Sir Henry Burdett, Sir E. Tritton, Sir John C.
Bell, Sir J. T. Ritchie, Canon Fleming, the Rev. Archibald
Fleming, the Rev. E. H. Pearce, Dr. J. G. Glover, and
Mr. Wakley. The report of the council for the year ended
Oct. 31st last, which was presented, stated that the council
recorded with the deepest regret the death of Sir Sydney H.
Waterlow, vice-president, who had been connected with the
Fund since its creation in 1872 and was chairman of its
distribution committee for 33 years. In its first year, when
Sir Sydney Waterlow was Lord Mayor of London, the

receipts were .627,700 ; this year a sum of over f!.63,000
had been collected, and it was to his untiring exertions
that the success of the Fund was largely due. The
lamented death of Mr. George Herring was a serious loss
to the Fund, and especially to the distribution committee, on
account of his active interest as one of its members. By his
munificent bequest, however, the Fund would not lose the
amount which he had so generously given for the last eight
years. This year’s collection, the thirty-fourth, had resulted,
under the presidency of Sir Walter Vaughan Morgan, the Lord
Mayor and treasurer, in a total of f!.63,074. The collections
in the various places of worship resulted in an amount of
<644,647, being E4307 less than the amount contributed in
1905. The Metropolitan Cathedral of St. Paul’s headed the
list with f!.4812. The late Mr. George Herring again added
one-fourth to the amount collected in places of worship and
generously extended his gift to a special collection in the

City. His donation this year had been f!.1l,000. Mr. William
Herring and Mr. Charles Morrison gave donations of .61000
each; Sir Savile Crossley had again divided his contribution
of f!.1000 between this fund and the King’s fund, and
" Delta " sent his twenty-eighth donation of .6200. A sum
of f!.3000 had been received from the executors of the late
Mr. Herbert Lloyd on account of the legacy of E10,000
bequeathed by him to the Fund in 1901. The council
recorded with satisfaction that the action begun in
December last by the Hon. Stephen Coleridge against the
Lord Mayor and the council had been abandoned, the cost
falling on the plaintiff.
Mr. SYDNEY HOLLAND, one of the executors of the late Mr.

Herring, said that Mr. Herring’s estates amounted to about
.61,370,000 and that after certain legacies had been paid
a sum of about f!.600,000 would come to the Sunday Fund.
There was a difficulty about one matter-namely, the .660,000
which was to be given to the Salvation Army if their " back
to the land" scheme were successful. If that scheme were
not successful the money would come to the Sunday Fund.
He did not know who were to be the judges in the matter.
It would not be an easy matter to decide what would
constitute success but he thought that if the executors
decided that the scheme was successful and handed over the
balance of the money the Fund would raise no objec-
tion. There was a bust which Mr. Herring had left of
himself in his house in Hamilton-place and the Prince of
Wales, as President of the King Edward’s Hospital Fund,
had consented to allow the Sunday Fund to have it in order
that it might be placed in the Mansion House, to which
arrangement the Lord Mayor had agreed. The King had
given permission for the letter which His Majesty wrote to
Mr. Herring, thanking him for his work, to be en graved on
the pedestal of the bust. As, however, the bust was in
plaster the executors proposed to have a copy made in
marble.
The following motion, proposed by Lord STAMFORD and

seconded by Sir W. S. CHURCH, was adopted :-
The council has heard with great regret of the death of its esteemed

colleague, Mr. George Herring, who was a regular attendant at the
meetings of the distribution committee, and whose munificent gifts,
extended over many years, assisted in largely increasing the amount
of the annual collections.

On the motion of Canon FLEMING, seconded by Sir J. T.
RITCHIE, it was resolved :-
That this council desire to offer their sincere condolence with Lady

Waterlow on the death of Sir Sydney Waterlow, Bart., who since the

inauguration of the Hospital Sunday Fund had been one of its most
prominent workers and watmest friends.
On the motion of Archdeacon SINCLAIR, seconded by the

Rev. W. H HARWOOD, the report of the council was
adopted.
June 9th, 1907, was fixed for next Hospital Sunday and

a vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor terminated the
proceedings.

CO-EDUCATION OF THE SEXES.

THERE is a phase of the education question which
is being pushed forward somewhat vigorously in certain
quarters and which although of great medical interest has
as yet received little or no notice in the scientific journals.
Co-education of the sexes is the subject in question. It is

extensively adopted in the United States, where it was
introduced at first for reasons of economy. In a sparsely
populated new country it was not found feasible to provide
separate schools or colleges for the two sexes, and thus boys
and girls received their education together. The system
found great favour in most parts of the United States, and
especially in the Western States, where co-education con-
tinues to be almost universal, although the conditions which
in the first instance rendered it necessary have now lost
much of their force. So pleased were Americans with the
system that in the early I I seventies " most of the universities
and larger colleges were thrown open to female students.
During the past few years, however, many opponents of co-
education have arisen and much hostile criticism has been
launched against it.
One of the arguments used in support of mixed schools is

that the society of girls tends to make boys less rough in
their manners and less self-conscious and it is also asserted
that the presence of girls in a class acts as a stimulus to the
boys, because the latter do not like to be surpassed by girls.
The opponents of the system in America say that such may
be the case, but that, on the other hand, the constant society
of girls has the tendency to make boys effeminate, and
that though the mixing of the sexes during school and
college life may produce emulation, the strain of com-

petition and the sedentary life led by earnest girl-workers,
often at a critical period of life, have, as a rule, very
disastrous after-effects. The mental powers of the growing
girl are forced and cultivated to the injury of the other
functions of the body. It has been pointed out, also,
that co-education destroys many of the distinctively femi-
nine characteristics. Th3 chief objection brought against
co-education is that, however well it may answer the purpose
during some periods of school and college life, at any rate
it should be abandoned during the age of puberty. Up to 12
years of age, and after the age of 17 or 18 years, on the

grounds of health at least, the system offers few objections,
but the physiological differences of the sexes render it in
many cases a dangerous experiment for maturing girls.

It may be freely granted that woman should have every
facility given her for obtaining knowledge in order that, if
necessary, she may be able to make her own way in the
world. But that she should over-exert her mental faculties
at the expense of her bodily health is not only bad for
herself but bad for the future of the race. From a medical

point of view the question of co-education requires much
further consideration before it can be recommended as the
most fitting manner of equipping the youth of this country
for the battle of life.
An important experiment in this direction is about to

be made by the establishment of a new public school
for boys and girls, which will be opened in January next,
at Harpenden, by the Co-educational Public Schools Trust.
In support of the movement generally, and of the claims
of this school in particular, a meeting was held on Nov. 28th
in the small Queen’s Hall, Langham-place, London, W.
The Rev. Dr. H. B. GRAY, headmaster of Bradfield College,
presided, and in opening the proceedings said that while
believing thoroughly in the advantages of English public
school education, he allowed that there were some drawbacks
associated with it. The assembling together of boys at the
most critical period of their lives and their separation from
the refining influences of mother and sister could not be
altogether free from objection. In America, when on the
Mosely Commission, he became convinced that the co-educa-
tion system adopted there was the best.

The Rev. CECIL GRANT, the headmaster-elect of St. George’s


